
AFRADO THEY CAN'T ELECT-
Henry George Says the McKinley Men Are Feeling

Uneasy About the Chances of Electing
Their Candidate.
BY' HENRY GEORGE.

St. Louis, June 17.The newspaper men who Have been saying
that everything had been determined in the Hanna straddle councils,
and "McKinley, gold and prosperity" finally decided upon, were, it is
now clear, somewhat too previous. The convention, which it was con¬

fidently expected would conclude its business to-day, has adjourned
after two sessions without even the introduction of the platform, for

though there is force enough to carry it, it is clearly evident in the
Platform Committee itself that it will involve a struggle that will
open to the world the difficulties, not of nominattofi, but of election,
that have so unexpectedly loomed up before the candidate of "protec¬
tion and prosperity."

In the pretty restaurant in the Wainwright building, where the
arrangements suggest a railroad dining car, I sat at noontime near

a professional man from Cleveland, with Tippecanoe badges on, who
Is here for Ohio's favorite son. He had just come from the morning
session of the convention, and lamented the delay caused by the re¬

quest of the Platform Committee for more time.
"What will the platform be?" his companion asked.
"I suppose it,will be gold," said the Cleveland man, a shade of re-

gret in his voice.
"Can McKinley be elected?" continued his Interrogator.
"Y-e-s," hesitatingly responded the Cleveland man. "Yes, I think

so. It is not as good as a straddle plank. If we could only get a

straddle plank our speakers could go out to whoop it up for McKin¬
ley and free silver in the West and for McKinley and gold in the
East, and McKinley could be elected sure.

"If we must have gold, it wont be as easy. We ought to have a

straddle plank, but still I think McKinley can be elected anyhow."
This I take to be as true an expression of the real feeling of the

Ohio supporters of McKinley on the very eve of decisive action as

Hanna or Herrick or McKinley himself could give, if they could be
free to speak frankly. They still yearn for that comfortable thing, a

"straddle plank," and while unable to get that without a fight, shrink
from the prospect of a fight for even the next most comfortable thing,
a gold plank.

In the meanwhile "delays are dangerous." The danger to McKin-
ley's nomination does not yet appear, but that to his election does.

Enough is now clear to make It certain that this will be a historia
convention, marking the drawing of a new political line. A great party
which began its formal existence by arousing all the bitterness of a

sectional question seems likely to come to its formal end in the bit¬
terness of what seems for the present like another sectional ques¬
tion. But the line of division is not now of latitude, but of longitude-.
not between North and South, but between East and West. On this
sectional division the politicians seem now confidently to figure. For
the present they are doubtless right. But is the Union really threat¬
ened by a new and necessarily sectional division in our politics which
must continue to breed strife until one section overcomes the other?

The dangers are grave enough, but they do not seem to me to in¬
volve this supreme danger. The slavery question was really a section¬
al question, for when it came into political issue all the slaves were

owned in the South and none at all in the North. But there Is in real¬
ity no such clear sectional line for division on the money question.
The East has not all the gold, nor the West all the silver, and what¬
ever may be the best money, the people of one section are as much
interested in getting it and using it as can be the people of the otheis

But there is nothing in soil or climate or occupation or in the char¬
acter and habits of the people of the two sections of one country to
account for this. It may at first seem that it is due to a constant
flow of capital from the other to the newer sections of the country
for investment. But this is not large enough to account for the phe¬
nomena. Of real capital.that is to say, of real wealth (the products
of labor) used in the production of more wealth.the flow from the
East to the West cannot be much, and in the aggregate the flow
is really from the West to the East.

The real explanation lies in our treatment of land as though it
were a product of labor. The land of the West, the natural element
to which the labor of the West must be applied to produce wealth, is
very largely owned in the East or in Europe, and of the land of the
East very little is owned in the West.

Thus the West is increasingly drained of the products of its labor
to meet what, economically speaking, is not a return for the use of real
capital, but a tribute due to land owners from those who use their
land; and the West as a whole toward the East as a whole, and the
country as a whole toward Europe as a whole, are tending to the rela¬
tion of Irish tenants to English land owners. The rich men of the
West constantly move toward the East, the rich men of the East con¬

stantly move toward Europe, for by an irresistible law like seeks like.
This is the true explanation of what the people of the West are

first to complain of. but which in reality concerns the whole coun¬

try. No mere change in the medium of exchange and measures of
values can remedy the evil. Even an utter repudiation of debts could
affect it only temporarily. The only real remedy lies In the taking of
the unearned increment of wealth or economic rent for public uses,
In the simple measure of justice called the single tax.

This is the reason why we single tax men would prefer, if we

could, to defer any attempt vo settle the money question until the real
relations of land and labor are better understood. But a great strug¬
gle over what is called the money question seems to have begun.
Ultimately it must reach the land question, for the land question is
but another name for the labor question. And in the meanwhile I do
not see how the feeling so strong in the West can fail to find some re¬

sponse in the East. In reality "free silver" Is a blind expression of
Bocial discontent, and social discontent is by no means bounded by
sectional lines.

ft. S. HEWITTS STRONG GOLD TALK.
If the Democrats Declare for Free Silver Me Will Vote

for the Republican Candidates.,
Being a firm believer in the doctrine that gold is the

only possible money standard for this country, I subscribe, of
course, to the gold expression in the Republican platform. It
is clear, sijirect, conclusive. I subscribe also to the expres- J.
sions in Mr. Cleveland's letter, which are honest and to the
point. If the delegates of theconvention at Chicago adopt
a straddle or any other subterfuge on this money question;
if they accept a platform which is not as unmistakable as the
Republican one, the sound money men will vote for the Re¬
publican candidates. I know I shall. There is no other
question at the present moment than this of a solid financial
basis. It wipes out everything else. The tariff "isn't in it."

ABRAM S. HEWITT, Ex-Mayor of New York.

WURSTER SAYS, "NO THIReT TERm!"
Brooklyn's Mayor, However, Admires Cleveland's Money

Views.
I have always admired Mr. Cleveland for his sound

money views. I do not believe, however, that his party or
the country wants any man to serve three terms as Presi¬
dent. FREDERICK L. WURSTEP-

Mayp. rooklyn.

WILLIAM G. WHITNEY, HOPE OF THE DEMOCRACY.

WILL HAVE A GOOD EFFECT.
Mr. Cleveland's Interview pnbllsbed

In this morning's newspapers must have a

salutary effect upon the public generally. The

sound money element of the Democratic

party has apparently of late been lying su¬

pinely upon its back, and allowing the silver
wave to pursue its course unchecked. I have

no doubt the President's Interview at this

time was for the purpose of inspiring the

sound money element of the Democratic party
with courage and resolution, and inducing
them to go to Chicago and make a fight in

the interest of an honest dollar. That such

a fight be made Is extremely important.
Should those who are in favor of free coinage
of silver at the present ratio be allowed to

control the convention without challenge or

protest, they would go before the country and

the world with a much greater prestige than

they are entitled to. The public would be

apt to believe that the entire Democratic

party was commltteed to their plans, and in

doubtful localities and with people who like
to join the winning side, it might have great
influence; whereas, if a strong, determined,
well-generaled minority go there and make a

persistent, intelligent and earnest fight, even

though against inevitable defeat, it would
show the country that this silver element

is not unchallenged, that It has a powerful,
determined opposition with which to contend,
and this of itself would have a reassuring
effect upon the country as a whole, and upon
the credit, both local and national, and would
be largely efficacious in allaying the fears of
investors in our securities, both at home and
abroad. A. B. HEPBURN,

President Third National Bank.

TIMELY AND SENSIBLE, TOO.
President Cleveland's statement np-

holding the gold standard was timely and a

very sensible declaration, as are all his ut¬

terances on the money question. Coming as

It did at the time It became evident that the

Republicans at St. Louis would declare for

the gold standard, it will have a most reas¬

suring effect on business and will improve
the financial condition of the country Imme¬

diately.
It would be taking a too optimistic view

to say that the President's manifesto will

have the effect of persuading the Democrats

to declare for sound money at Chicago, but

still, I have hoped all along that such lead¬
ers as Cleveland and Carlisle would be able

to stay the free silver tide in their party.
At any rate, what Mr. Cleveland has said
shows that the Democracy is not and will
not be united for silver, and, as it is ap¬

parent that the Republican party is for gold,
sound money men need have no fear.

G. G. WILLIAMS.
President of the Chemical National Bank.

ADMIRES HIS COURAGE.
I am a Republican, bat I tlilnl£ it In

due to Mr. Cleveland to express admiration
of his oourage in using such strong sound

money language at a time when it appears
that the silver sentiment prevails la his

party. It takes courage to do that, and

whatever mistakes the President has made,
he undoubtedly has courage. He has made

a good light for the gold standard, and not

the least part of It was In the statement

he Issued yesterday.
WARNER VAN NORDEN,

President of the National Bank of North

America.

OPPORTUNE STATEMENT.
In regard to Cleveland's letter, It Is

what would naturally be expected from him.

He has always been In favor of the gold
standard, and his statement Is very oppor¬

tune, as It indicates that the best element

in the Democratic party Is still In favor of

that standard, notwithstanding that a ma¬

jority appear to be against him. The plank
of the Republican party platform and Mr.

Cleveland's statement ought to reassure and

settle the minds of the misinformed persons

In Europe who have questioned the Intentions

of our Government to maintain all of Its

money on a gold basis. 1 think the Republi¬
can plank Is excellent and states the case

completely. This country has been on a gold
basis a long time, and, in my opinion, will

continue so. HENRY W. CANNON,
President of the Chase National Bank.

FINANCIAL MEN PLEASED.
President Cleveland's statement
was strong, and will do much In wiping out

the free silver fallacy. In connection with

the financial plank at St. Louis, which meets

every expectation of the bankers, It will

bjing about a feeling of confidence, both

here and abroad. Everything now look9 very

bright, Indeed, for the country's finances.
3. EDWARD SIMMONS,

President of the Fourth National Bank,

A GOQD EFFECT ABROAD.
Tlte best thing: about the financial

plank at St. Louis and President Cleveland's
statement Is that the two coming together
will restore confidence In our financial sys¬
tem In other countries, Cleveland has un¬

doubtedly helped the cause ol sound money,
and he should be commended for his courage.

THOMAS P. FOWLER,
President of the Ontario & Western Railroad.

STIRS THE FIGHT IN HIM.
I tliink: that President Cleveland's
letter has had a good effect. He has finally
blown the bugle call, warning his party of

the danger that la ahead, and is urging tho
Democrats of the nation to rally for sound
money. (
Mr. Cleveland never had a chance of being

nominated for a third term of the Presi¬

dency by the Chicago Convention, I am

glad that he has at last awakened to a

sense of duty to his party and spoken
clearly.
The determination of William C. Whitney

to let Europe take care of itself this year
and remain at home I consider the most

important piece of news in many days.
It means that Mr. Whitney sees there la a

chance for the sound money men to control
the National Convention and nominate a

candidate. Mr. Whitney Is the greatest or¬

ganizer In the country, and the announce¬

ment has put heart Into every Democrat In

this part of the country.
McKlnley has not been elected yet, and if

the Chicago Convention proves true to the

party I think he can be defeated. I do not

think that Mr. Whitney's announcement can

be taken to mean that he wants the Presi¬
dential nomination. I am convinced that

he is not a candidate, for if he were he

would have no difficulty in being nominated.

Whitney is a good Democrat, and, seeing
that his duty requires him to be in the

tlil^k of the fight, he abandons his pleasures
and personal desires and remains at home to

lead the battle for sound money and op¬

position to McKlnleyism.
I had made up my mind this year not to

attend the National Convention, but this

Whitney news has caused me to change my

mind, and I intend to go to Chicago to fight
under the banner of Whitney, the greatest
political general of the age.

HENRY D. PURROY,
New York County Clerk.

HAS A TONIC EFFECT.
I know of nothing that oonld hap¬
pen with a greater tendency to encourage

the Democratic party than Mr. Cleveland's

letter. I have seen many men to-day and

witnessed the tonic effect upon them of Mr.
Cleveland's letter and of Mr. Whitney's de¬

cision to stay in this country and lend A

hand to the sound money men.

I never had an idea that Mr. Cleveland,
as far as his personal preferences were con¬

cerned, would be a candidate for another term

of office as President. If he were a candi¬

date I would support him. I say this with¬

out regard for my official situation. I think

that there is no stronger man before the

American public than Mr. Cleveland.
I do not see why the sound money men of

the Democratlo party cannot control the con¬

vention at Chicago, as the sound money men

of the Republican party have controlled the

convention at St. Louis. I would be for free
silver if this were for the benefit of the
people. I think it is as much a test of
patriotism to be for gold as it Is to stand
by the flag. CHARLES W. DAYTON.

Postmaster of Mew York.

FREE SILVER MEANS DOOM.
I have heard nothing: hat praime,
without distinction of party, for President
Cleveland on account of his manifesto to the

Democratic party. It virtually urges them

not to commit bar! karl, which the adoption
of free silver coinage in their platform would

be. There is but one opinion expressed by
those with whom I am brought In contact,
and that is, if the Chicago Convention com¬

mits itself to the free coinage ol silver heresy
the Democratic party will be doomed, as they
will simply dig a grave to bury themselves
in. At any rate, they will put themselves in
such an odious position In national politics as

to compel them' as a party to luce defft
through a great many Presidential
in the future* UliNRY

WHITNEY, HOPE OFDEJIOCRACY.
His Consent to Go to Chicago Hailed with Joy by

His Party Leaders in All «

Sections.

As happy as were the sound money
Democrats yesterday over the Journal's
exclusive announcement that ex-Secretary
of the Navy Whitney had given up his
European trip in order to attend the Chi¬
cago Convention, was Mr. Whitney him¬
self. Telegrams from sound money Dem¬
ocrats all over the country poured in all
day upon the distinguished ex-Secretary
of the Navy. These telegrams congratu¬
lated hiin upon his decision and expressed
the gratitude of the senders bcause he had
sacrificed his pleasure and convenience to
answer a call of party duty. Even South¬
ern Democrats who are unalterably In
favor of free silver sent expressions of
their admiration of Mr. Whitney's action.
Besides a number of prominent State and

city Democrats colled at the Whitney man¬

sion to tell Its owner about what a noble
thing he had done for his party. Democrats
from New Jersey also called. Chairman
Clinton B. Davis, of the State Committee
of Connecticut, and Charles French, the
National Committeeman from that State,
cnme hefe expressly to thank Mr. Whitney.
In consequence, Mr. Whitney was a very
happy man, and if such a thing is possible
he was more genial than is his wont.
However, as pleased as was Mr. Whitney

of the fact that he has realized how proud
his party was of him, his chief joy was be¬
cause he was the father of a grand young
Democrat. What credit Mr. Whitney is re¬

ceiving because of his determination, he
says, belongs to his son, Harry Payne Whit¬
ney, who is soon to be married to the
daughter of Cornelius Vanderbilt.

PERSUADED BY HIS SOX.
"I had fully decided to have sailed to¬

day when I sat down to dinner last night,"
said the ex-Secretary. "We talked over

the appeals that had been made to me to
remain and attend the Chicago Conven¬
tion. My son Harry began to urge me to
forego my trip. 'If you go under these cir¬
cumstances,' he said, 'you will not enjoy
yourself. You will be miserable.' This set
me to thinking, and when I retired for the
night I was undecided, but rather inclined
to remain at home. This morning I can¬

celled the accommodations I had on the
Teutonic, and here I am."
"Will yon go to Chicago as n delegate-at-

large?"
"No, I will go as I did to the last con¬

vention.as a private citizen. I suppose
I will leave for Chicago a few days before
the convention, and will use my best In¬
fluence to prevent the convention declaring
for the free coinage of sllvev."
Here Mr. Whitney paused to open a tele¬

gram just received. It was from a New
England Democrat, and said: "Congratula¬
tions Now we are sure to win."
"Such opinions as that place me In a

trying position," continued Mr. Whitney.
"My friends may expect me to attain the
success at the Chicago Convention that I
was credited with having achieved at the
last convention. Then the sentiment of the
coantry was so strongly in favor of Mr.
Cleveland's nomination that it was bound
trt nt. Vow l-J- ID"

have been elected who have been instruct¬
ed to support a free coinage plank that the
task of turning the tide is, to say the
least, not encouraging. It may be accom¬

plished, but if so it will be after great ef'
fort."
"How do yqu regard President Cleve¬

land's statement?"
"I like It, and I sincerely believe that

he did not put It out as a bid for another
nomination. I feel sure that at no time
has he desired ft third term, and that he
would not accept a renomlnation if it were

tendered to him unanimously."
Mr. Whitney said his own candidacy was

out of the question, and that he will go
to Chicago simply to use his influence to
have the convention declare for a sound
currency.

GOBMAN WILL NOT G#.
Senator Gorman, Mho has always firmly

believed that Mr. Cleveland desired a third
term, and who has all along predicted that
the President would not state that he did
not, remained In the city yesterday.
"No, I will not reconsider my determina¬

tion and attend the Chicago convention."
sulld the suave Senator. "I announced
several months ago, when the Democratic
National Committee met In Washington,
that I would be absent from the conven¬

tion, as I had already made other plans.
Then it did not seem that the silver Dem¬
ocrats would control the Chicago conven¬
tion."
"What do you think of the President's

statement?"
"It comes too late. It would have been

much better if he had made it months ago,
and also settled the question of his position
regarding a third term. Still, if the Presi¬
dent believes that there is still time to pre¬
vent the silver men controlling the con¬
vention, the Administration should be thor¬
oughly well represented at Chicago. It
would not be proper, perhaps, for the Pres¬
ident to be there In person, but the mem¬
bers of his Cabinet could attend. Secretary

Lamont is a most shrewd manipulator, and
backed by the efforts of Hoke Smith and
bis other Cabinet colleagues, he might be
able to accomplish big results. The Mary¬
land delegation, which is composed of able
men, can be depended upon to co-operate.
"I believe the delegation would loyally

support Mr. Whitney for President if he
could be prevailed upon to become a candi¬
date. No matter what the result may be
at Chicago, Mr. Whitney will be a most in¬
teresting figure. He has the personal re¬

spect of all Democrats, regardless of their
feelings upon the silver question."
Clinton B. Davis, the chairman of the

State Democratic Committee of Connecti¬
cut, who is in the city, said that now that
Mr. Whitney was to lead the sound money
forces he believed they would win.

"If we do," said Mr. Davis, "and Mr.
Whitney should be nominated for President,
we could carry Connecticut next November*
However, I am afraid that under no circum-
stances would Mr. Whitney accept the
nomination. He does not want to be Presi¬
dent, but still he has just given an evidence
that he will make a sacrifice for his party.'*

CAMPBELL IS HOPEFUL.
Ex-Governor Campbell, of Ohio, said last

night:
"I cannot tell what measure of success

may attend Mr. Whitney's work at Chi¬
cago, but I believe that he will find the
sliver men amenable to reason, open to
argument aud willing to make fair conces¬

sions. I have understood that such was

their disposition. The silver men realize
that If the Democratic party were dis¬
rupted at this time It would be the most
severe blow silver ever got. They are con¬

servative, and will, I am sore, concede as

much as possible."
John C. Sheehan predicted last night,

that Mr. Wiliam C. Whitney would be
elected a delegate-at-Iarge to the Demo-
chatlc National Convention by acclamation
and that if he was proposed as a candidate
for the Presidency or if he would permit his
name to be used he would be heartily sup¬
ported by the Tammany delegates.
In discussing Mr. Cleveland's alleged de¬

sire for a third term, an interesting story
bearing upon the subject was told by a

Democrat of prominence. When the Demo¬
cratic Committee met in Washington last
January the members as a body did not
call upon the President. It is the custom
of the National Committees of both parties
when they met in Washington to call on

the President belonging to the party repre*
sented by the committee. At the time of
the January committee meeting all the poli¬
ticians were talking about the President's
Intentions regarding a third term. A state¬
ment wfts expected from him upon the sub¬
ject. As the President did not desire to
make a statement Chairman Harrity, It Is
said, received a tip from the White House
that the formality of an official call by the
committee had better be dispensed with.

A MATTER OF WAIST.
Had the committee called and the Presi¬

dent not mentioned a third term tb" conn-

try would rake it that he
date. Ex-Governor Chauncey
Pennsylvania, chairman of the ¦Democratic
League, with the members of his Executive
Committee, being In Washington about this
time, learned of the failure of the National
Committee to call. Ife-Hfliought that here
was a great opportunity for the members
of his committee to receive a statement
from Mr. Cleveland, declining to again be
considered as a candidate. With this ob¬
ject in view ex-Governor Black and the
members of his committee paid the Presi¬
dent a visit. Mr. Black, who prepared a

speech, talked eloquently of Jefferson and
Jackson and hinted' strongly about the
probabilities of a third term. Finally Mr.
Black sat down, and every one felt that the
President would feel the necessity of de¬
claring himself. Instead, Mr, Cleveland
only said:
"Black, I really believe that yon measure

as much in the girth as I do." *

The President then mentioned his great
press of duties, and the members of the.
committee took the hint and departed.
When ex-Governor Black told of thi? in¬

cident to the Democratic leaders in Con¬
gress there was a general opinion that the
President would never say that he would
not except a third term.
Albany, N. Y., June have nothing

to say," said Senator Hill to-night, when
he was told that William C. Whitney had
decided not to go abroad, but would re¬
main and go to the Chicago Convention a>

a delegate. A gleam of pleasure shot
across the Senator's usually mobile face
as he spoke.
There is anticipation In Albany that.*

conference of Senator Hill and his friends
wlN be had here before the Saratoga conven¬

tion, and that the programme of the Demo¬
cratic leaders will be made at the meet*
lng. The statement is given out here that
General ChRrles Tracey, formerly Con¬
gressman aud a stanch Cleveland man,
will not be a delegate at large, but will
be a delegate from Albany County*

FLOWER THINKS IT GAME LATE.
But "Better Late Than Never," and Now Is the Time

to Make a Fight.
I think that Mr. Cleveland's statement will do good. "*

The thought, however, occurs that it is a little late.-but
"better late than never." It is a time when every Democrat
from the North who desires the prosperity of his country
should attend the convention and aid in convincing the
Southern delegates how suici dal it would be for them to

force their brethren of the North into a position that would

inevitably result in disaster to our party and further hu- »

miliate the Southern people by re-reconstruction of their po¬
litical status. ROSWELL P. FLOWER.

w&iEx-Governor of New

OOUDERT SAYS THE TIME HAS
If the Democrats Do Not Now Declare r

Will Lose Many Vote'

If the Democrats do not now dec1
lose a great many votes. This is or

ciple and expediency go together.
~qns, have set us a food7


